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STUBS & SHARPIES
It's no secret that club members are spread out across the state. This year, leadership has been working on ways to bring members together, even when
we can't be together in person. We're excited to roll out the replacement for our digital newsletter: The West Virginia Falconry Club Journal. This journal
can be viewed on your digital devices, but with it's standard letter-sized format, can also easily be printed at home. While we're unsure of the frequency
and whether future issues will be available in professional print, we're excited to offer this issue in print to commemorate the journal's premiere. 

As for me, this season has been a season of injury. My 3x intermewed female red-tail suffered a flexor tendon injury after taking a crack at a bedded down
deer only two hunts into the season. 

As the season comes to a close, I'm in the process of getting a passage female sharpie going. I hadn't planned on flying a bird this micro season, let alone
an accipiter, let alone a sharpie, but this gal was just too much of a rarity off the trap not to fly. Honestly, I don't know if I'll pull it off or if she'll even make it
through the season alive, but I have some of the best mentors around, and I'm a sucker for punishment, so it should be fun.

In other club news, we'll be holding our second annual Spring Workshop on May 7th.  Additional details can be found on page 8. We also want to make
sure members are keeping up with their paperwork. You can read the refresher on page 30. Lastly, I want to take a moment to congratulate new
apprentice and associate member Andy Holcomb on the passing of his falconry exam. We look forward to seeing Andy grow in the sport. Here's hoping all
of you have had a great season and that you enjoy the first issue of the WVFC Journal.

HEATHER MCNEMAR
WVFC SECRETARY/TREASURER
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UPDATES
SEASON

Several members chime in on 
their 2021-2022 hawking seasons.



FELLOWSHIP & SUCCESS
WVFC members Collin Waybright and Dave
Trenton had the opportunity to hawk
together on a few occasions this season.
Rich Moats was also able to join them at one
point. We're always glad to hear reports of
falconers being able to make joint hunts
possible. Not only is hawking together
easier than hawking alone, but so much can
be learned from each other in the field.

Dave has had a successful season with his 3x
intermewed female red-tail Grettel. 

Collin reports, "This has been a pretty
awesome season with my 1x intermewed
red-tailed hawk, Hardy! Last season
squirrels were really hard to find,
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Collin Waybright and his 1x intermewed male red-tail on a gray squirrel.

Collin Waybright and Dave Trenton with their red-tails after a hunt.



"My second year as
an apprentice has
definitely been
better than my first,"
says WVFC member
Rich Moats. 

and with him being inexperienced plus he was
caught late in November so the squirrels were
pretty smart too. So, I actually used a dead
squirrel on a long line to help wed him to
squirrels, and it seems to be really paying off!
This season he’s proven himself even with
another late start. We’re up to four squirrels
and almost got our first rabbit the other day,
which is no record by far but I’m having a blast
with this little guy!"

Rich Moats with his female red-tail, Cinnamon, on her first kill, a rabbit.

"Last year I flew a fairly small male red-tail. We
had a few slips on game but the only thing he
caught were mice, voles and even a hatchling
painted turtle (that was released with a story to
tell). This season I was glad to get an earlier
start with a newly trapped female red-tail I
named Cinnamon. 

Game had been hard to find so getting her to
know the game once we were in the field was
going slow. Luckily I met a great group of guys
during the Pennsylvania Falconry and Hawking
Trust meet in State College this January. They
were kind enough to show me one of their
bunny honey holes on the last  



day of the meet. After giving me
some advice on slip management
the group of us made a plan. I got
to the top of the field and tossed
Cinnamon up but she didn't like
the tree I wanted her to go to. She
took a low perch but she was still
in a decent position. The group
pushed up through the field but
nothing. Cinnamon decided she
would take another perch high in
the tree line I originally wanted
her. She was out in front about
100 feet. We started walking
across the top of the field and
about 20 feet in a bunny bolted.
As the first game calls were
yelled Cinnamon dove out of the
tree and stooped into some heavy
cover. The rabbit had bolted
right toward her position and the
flight looked good but no one
could see her at first. The only
sound that could be heard was
the crunch of snow under our
feet as we all ran toward her.
Someone said she missed it and I
was instantly bummed, that is
until one of the guys could finally
see her through the brush and
yelled "SHE GOT IT, SHE GOT
IT!" That was the second best
thing I could have heard in that
moment! When I got to her she
had the rabbit by the head with
both feet, which explained the
silence. She was lucky enough to
catch the rabbit in the thick
brush but she also went through
a fence to do it. After securing
Cinnamon and her kill, seeing
her mantled over it I was so
excited. All the blood, sweat and
tears had paid off and realized I
may be doing something right. 

I dont think I could ever thank everyone enough that has been involved in
getting me to this point. Looking forward to many more successful hunts." 

Club president Jason Caldwell has had a busy season. He’s flown his 11 year-old
red-tail Quest, two year-old red-tail Regal and four year-old Harris’s hawk Rip,
all females. He also flew a young female Harris’s hawk from this year’s hatch
named Rogue, but cut back with her as she was crabbing with his older female.
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Jason Caldwell with his four year-old Harris's hawk Rip and two rabbit kills.



Chris Lucarelli has had a successful season with
his 5x intermewed female red-tail, Stella.

JP Jones reports he's had a great season with his
1x intermewed female red-tail Ruby even though
he got a late start due to a slow molt and endured
some personal sickness as well.

Club vice-president Ray Bowman trapped a new
female red-tail this season. Named Ruger, she’s
put several squirrels in the bag, despite some
substantial downtime due to a wing injury.

Heather McNemar's 3x intermewed female red-
tail, Mags took the 100th head of game in her
falconry career in December, following a toe
amputation from a tendon injury.

To everyone who took the time to send us
updates and photos for the NAFA Hawk Chalks
and for the new journal, thank you so much. For
those of you flying birds in the upcoming micro
season, we wish you the best of luck!

Top: Ray Bowman and his passage female red-tail, Ruger, with
fox squirrel double. Middle: Heather McNemar and her 3x
intermewed red-tail, Mags, with gray squirrel double, numbers
99 and 100 of Mags' falconry career. Bottom: Chris Lucarelli
with his 5x intermewed female red-tail, Stella, and gray
squirrel kill.



2022 SPRING FALCONRY WORKSHOP
M a y  7 ,  2 0 2 2  1 0 : 0 0  a . m .  -  2 : 0 0  p . m .

We had a great turnout for our Spring Falconry
Workshop last year and are happy to announce that
we've officially scheduled our 2022 Spring Falconry
workshop for May 7, 2022 in Buckhannon, West
Virginia at the home of Secretary/Treasurer Heather
McNemar. 

This year's workshop will be more hands-on than last
year, with special attention to trapping, telemetry and
properly transferring a red-tail off a kill. 

The club will be providing lunch. There will also be
some great prizes available, so be sure to 

bring cash if you're interested in participating in the
drawings.

Frozen soft fur rats will also be available for
purchase. They make great hawk feed.

RSVP to Heather at 304-439-1145 or at
heather.mcnemar@gmail.com, by April 25th.

For directions to Heather's home, search "McNemar
House," on Google Maps or 112 Paradise Rd.,
Buckhannon, WV 26201.
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GALLERY
WVFC MEMBER

Club members share photos of their 2021-2022 hawking and
trapping seasons. Photos provided by Chris Lucarelli, JP Jones,

Collin Waybright, Dave Trenton, Rich Moats, Jason Caldwell,
Ray Bowman, Heather McNemar and Andy Holcomb.





































INTEGRITY

written by Howard Caldwell

FEATURED STORY



The adage, originally written by
Dr. George Berkeley, an Anglican
Bishop and philosopher in the
1600s, was this: “If a tree falls in a
forest and no one is around to
hear it, does it make a sound?"
The answer now is the same as
then, yes it does. How you act in
the woods when no one sees or
hears you determines your
straightness, character and
personal integrity. With all the
controversy about defunding or
funding police departments,
wherever you might stand on the
subject, the police are present
because of man’s inability to
govern himself responsibly. As
crime rates soar in our major
cities, I embrace and appreciate
the opportunity and privilege of
spending time afield watching a
veteran hawk or falcon work and
pursue game. Falconry is the
purest form of hunting and the
trinity of falconry, falconer, bird
of prey and quarry, cannot not be
equaled by any other form of
time alone in God’s creation. The
actions of society cannot be
changed until each of us take
responsibility for our personal
actions. The best reflection of
each of us is not what we say or
what we do in public but the
choices and actions we make
when we are alone. The future of
falconry is no different than the
future of our society, personal
integrity, based on absolute truth
must be our guide and our
personal character is reflected in
our actions while afield.

Living in the great state of West Virginia, one of the last states to legalize
falconry, I have had the privilege of watching the growing pains of the West
Virginia Division of Natural Resources as they governed our sport. As our state
attempted to standardize the laws according to our state’s abilities to oversee
hunting with a bird of prey, the “West Virginia Falconry Club” has set the bar
higher for the sake of the sport and our ability to self-govern. The heritage and
lifestyle of falconry has endured because of the expectations and values
emphasized by those veterans of the sport who are willing to sponsor us into
this history-saturated way of life. There are no short-cuts or off-ramps to
becoming a true student of hunting with a bird of prey. Those who lack the
character to pay their dues in this tested and ageless method of hunting only
cheapen themselves and the sport. Each investment of life should encourage
growth and maturity in us as individuals and as a society. 

The most talented and unsurpassed redtail I ever flew was named “Integrity."
Teg and I pursued squirrels and rabbits for eleven seasons together until she
had a seizure and passed away. Her name was fitting in that it defined her.
Integrity reflects character, straightness, and the nature of right doing. Teg was
governed by her nature. She was single focused in the pursuit of game and was
a master in taking whatever was being pursued. When I released her in a patch
of timber, I understood that my top game was required of me to hunt with her.
She would always do her part, and she expected me to do mine. She would
astonish me with feats like grabbing a squirrel and on the parachute down, 
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Howard Caldwell and "Teg" with four squirrels. After this pictures was taken, she killed
another one on the way back to the truck.



would grab another grey in her free foot and act like
it was a common occurrence. Another time, she had
taken three squirrels in less than twenty minutes and
then while diving on another, her anklet hung behind
the bark on a pine tree, and she was left hanging
upside down for fifteen minutes at over thirty feet
up. While I was trying to figure out how to get her
loose, she pulled free and then proceeded to take two
more squirrels. It was not unusual for her to triple on
squirrels, and we seldom went home empty handed. 
 Perhaps you question her ability or my truthfulness,
but she was born with the tools to take game. A
hunting weight of forty-seven ounces, extra-large feet
and a tall stature combined with the best hunting
focus in any bird that I have ever witnessed in the
field, rendered her a great falconer’s bird. Her
“Integrity” or straightness produced a hunting
confidence that transferred to me as we hunted, and
the prospect of success was expected. Her physical
attributes and consistency of training revealed what
can be accomplished when combined with the
experience of mentors and veteran falconers. She
rewarded me with the memory of witnessing the war
for survival often talked about but seldom witnessed
in the woods and left me humbled by so many rare
opportunities.

The old timers of our sport not only required, but
also demanded integrity of anyone they sponsored
into the sport of falconry. I marveled at their stories
of “ridge trapping” and “road trapping”, of countless
hours manning and training wild hawks and falcons,
of hunts that spurred my imagination of what I might
someday personally witness with my own bird of
prey. Our founding fathers in the sport always
understood that the raptor that sat the glove was not
to be taken for granted and the personal integrity of
the falconer was reflected by the looks, condition and
manners of his bird. It was with great anticipation
that my son and I would drive whatever distance
necessary to spend the day with a seasoned short-
winger hunting or trapping. It was a time of asking
questions and filing away answers that were born of
pioneer experience in the sport. Field 
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etiquette was emphasized! You don’t poach another
falconer’s hunting spot; the falconer flying his bird
oversees the present hunt; you obey the laws of your
state, and when a veteran falconer speaks, you shut
up and listen. There are few sports that require by
law an apprenticeship. But this chosen lifestyle
requires one-on-one, personal on- hands education to
achieve success. 

As I enter the twilight of life and consider my
personal priorities, it is with the understanding that
truth is always truth, and something must be
absolute or else how do we determine right and
wrong. Integrity is worthless if there is no truth to
give it value, direction and purpose. How you act in
the woods when no one sees or hears you determines
your straightness, character and personal integrity.
How you respond to authority, mentors in life and
sponsors in our sport will always reflect your
personal integrity or lack of.

I have been blessed in life and much like the bird I
flew for eleven years, I have confidence in the truth
of my faith and the product of the relationships and
generations that follow who likewise choose
accountability based on truth and personal integrity.
Falconers are a small community in our state and
therefore the footprint of each falconer defines all of
us. May we all respect and mirror the pioneers of our
sport, pay our dues through humility and be
examples of generational integrity. What we pass
forward in our lives determines the future integrity
of our future generations. This is a responsibility that
we all should embrace with persistence and passion
that falconers of the future will have a standard of
truth and benefits that are rich in our ageless
heritage.



HOUSEKEEPING

We'd like to give everyone a friendly
reminder that 3-186a filings should be kept
up-to-date in the USFWS 3-186a database.
The recent change in filing procedure can
be confusing, so please reach out to the
West Virginia Falconry Club if you're having
trouble with your online filings.

It's very important you make sure your
paperwork has been filed digitally from 2018
forward. Anytime a bird is acquired,
transferred or released, a 3-186a must be
filed. Acquisitions include gifts, purchases,
loans and captures/recaptures. Transfers
include gifts, sales and loans. Releases
include release, escape, theft and death.
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Using your federal ID
number, you can login
to the database at:
https://epermits.fws.g
ov/falcp. 
If you haven't already setup your new account
on the federal database, it's very important
that you do so immediately. 

From there, the new procedure for filing a 3-
186a is as follows:

1.Log in to the federal database and select
“Add new 3-186a” to create a new 3-186a in the
federal database. 

2.Then, use the “Query 3-186a” button on the
home page to search for your newly added 3-
186a.

3.Next, select “Print this 3-186a record” in
order to generate a hard copy.

4.Lastly, mail the hard copy to:
 Falconry Coordinator
 WVDNR
 PO Box 67
 Elkins, WV 26241

In April 2021, you should have received a letter
from the West Virginia Falconry Coordinator,
informing you of the new system. The letter
also contained your federal ID number. 

https://epermits.fws.gov/falcp


A MESSAGE FROM THE USGS
REGARDING AVIAN INFLUENZA 
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI)
has been detected in wild birds in the
Atlantic and Mississippi Flyways. Some of
the following species in which HPAI has
been detected are the following (as of
February 15, 2022): Mallard, American
Wigeon, Northern Shoveler, American
Green-winged Teal, Gadwall, Lesser, Scaup,
Wood Duck, Blue-winged Teal, Redhead,
American Black Duck and Snow Goose.
Detections of HPAI have also been reported
for various backyard bird species and Wild
Turkeys.

The use of bait to attract birds for capture
and banding may aggregate and concentrate 
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birds in a location creating an opportunity for the
disease to spread. During this outbreak, please
consider alternative capture methods and implement
protocols that do not use bait or concentrate birds
unnaturally. Maintain hygiene practices to reduce
the spread of disease among wild birds. We are
following the situation closely and will up date you if
necessary.

Many strains of avian influenza (AI) occur naturally
in wild birds in North America. HPAI refers to strains
that are highly pathogenic to domestic poultry and it
is unknown how these viruses will impact wild bird
populations. To date, there have been no North
American human cases of AI reported that resulted
from exposure to birds on this continent.

Banders, bird rehabilitators and others who handle
wild birds should follow necessary precautions to
prevent the spread of Avian Influenza and other
diseases among birds. Implement hygiene
procedures and practices including cleaning and
disinfecting equipment, holding devices (e.g., bird
bags), and clothes worn during banding. Follow
personal hygiene practices including hand cleaning
or, when possible, wearing gloves. Do not eat, drink,
or smoke while handling wild birds and work in a
well-ventilated environment. Be particularly diligent
if you plan to have contact with domestic poultry.
Sho uld y ou become ill, inform your doctor of your
contact with wild birds.

Websites for more information:

USDA APHIS | Avian Influenza
(https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animal
health/animal-disease-information/avian/avian-
influenza/ai)

USDA APHIS | 2022 Highly Pathogenic Avian
Influenza
(https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animal
health/animal-disease-information/avian/avian-
influenza/2022-hpai)

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) about Avian
Influenza:
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/downloa
ds/animal_diseases/ai/faqs.pdf

Bird banders and others who handle wild birds are
on the frontline of wild bird health and we appreciate
your cooperation.

Antonio Celis-Murillo
Antonio Celis-Murillo

Chief of the USGS Bird Banding Laboratory

U.S. Geological Survey
Eastern Ecological Science Center
At The Patuxent Research Refuge
Bird Banding Laboratory
BIRD BANDING LABORATORY
12100 BEECH FO REST ROAD
LAUREL MD 20708-4037
EMAIL: bbl@usgs.gov
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